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Visit our showroom at the intersection of Dodge and the NW Arterial  
4370 Dodge St. in Dubuque • interiorsdbq.com

 Open 10-5 Mon - Friday / Saturday and Sunday by appointment (563) 583-8222

The Best of Both Worlds
Under one roof!

• Engineered Hardwoods
• Laminates
• Luxury Vinyl Plank
• Carpet Rolls

• Solid Hardwoods 
• Porcelain Tiles
•  Luxury Vinyl Tile
• Carpet Remnants

Located in the Back Area of Interiors …by design

Grand Opening!
Premium Outlet CenterDiscount Floors

BEST QUALITY BEST PRICES

Interiors...by design 
Quality you Deserve at a Price you can Afford
Featuring – Custom Amish Cabinetry

•  Several Quality Cabinet Lines 
• FREE Consultation

• Full Flooring Department 
• Concept to Completion

•  Full Remodel Services 
• One-Stop Shop

Designing Dubuque for over 33 Years
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www.mahealthcare.comMedical Associates Clinic and Health Plans

At Medical Associates, we are dedicated to providing stability and certainty for your healthcare needs. 
With deep roots in the community, we are committed to delivering top-quality care every day, ensuring 
you and your family have a trusted partner in health.

Regardless of your healthcare journey, you have us every step of the way!

One team, all 
working for you.
YOU HAVE US.

Care Connect Advisors  |  563-584-4570
Here to connect you with the care you need, when you need it.

Clinic Locations
Bellevue, Cascade, Dubuque, and Dyersville, IA; Galena, IL; and Cuba City, Lancaster, and Platteville, WI

Our Care:
+ Acute Care
+ Aesthetics Center
+ Allergy, Asthma, & 

Immunology
+ Anesthesia
+ Audiology
+ Behavioral & Mental Health
+ Cardiology
+ Cardiothoracic Surgery
+ Dermatology
+ Dialysis Center
+ Endocrinology & Diabetes

+ Family Medicine
+ Gastroenterology
+ Hospital Medicine
+ Infectious Disease
+ Infusion Therapy
+ Internal Medicine
+ Laboratory
+ Nephrology
+ Neurology
+ OBGYN & Infertility
+ Occupational Medicine
+ Oncology & Hematology

+ Ophthalmology
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+ Orthopedics
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+ Pediatrics
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+ Physical & Hand Therapy
+ Podiatric Medicine & 

Surgery
+ Pulmonology & Sleep 

Medicine

+ Radiation Therapy
+ Radiology
+ Rheumatology
+ Skilled & Long-Term Care
+ Sports Medicine
+ Surgery
+ Travel Medicine
+ Urology

30+ Specialties
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WELCOME
FROM THE CHAMBER PRESIDENT /CEOFROM THE CHAMBER PRESIDENT /CEO
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T his summer, Dubuque is in motion.
From large-scale events like RAGBRAI, making 

its way to our community, to the continued in-
vestment in spaces like the Back Waters AMP, our 
community is experiencing a season defined by 

energy, connection and opportunity.
At the Dubuque Area Chamber of Commerce, we know 

these moments don’t happen by accident. They are the 
result of strong partnerships, intentional investment and 
a business community that shows up, ready to welcome, 
serve and grow.

In this issue of CQ, we explore how summer serves as a 
powerful economic driver for our region. Behind every vis-
itor experience is a network of local businesses — restau-
rants, retailers, service providers and employers — working 
together to make Dubuque a destination. For many, this 
season represents a critical window for growth, innovation 
and momentum that carries throughout the year.

We also recognize that with opportunity comes chal-
lenge. Workforce needs, operational demands, and the 
pace of the season require adaptability and resilience. Yet 
time and again, our members rise to meet the moment.

As you read these stories, we encourage you to think 
about your role in this season of opportunity — how your 
business can engage, collaborate and contribute to the con-
tinued vibrancy of our community.

Together, we are not only supporting a strong summer—
we are building a stronger Dubuque.

Sincerely,
 

Molly Grover CCE, IOM
President & CEO
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WelcomeNew Members
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2/26/2026

3/9/2026 3/9/2026

2/26/2026
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July 17 & 18, 2026

ONE TICKET.   TWO DAYS.  THREE EPIC SHOWS.
www.southwestmusicfest.com

Platteville, WI (20 minutes from Dubuque)

ONE TICKET.   TWO DAYS.  THREE EPIC SHOWS.

Friday
at The Annex/Back Bar

Gates Open at 3 pm

Hog Roast
Headliner: 

Back Booth Alley

Saturday
on Second Street

Gates Open at 11 am

Cure Your Hangover Tour
Bean Bag Tournament 

Live Music All Day
Headliners:

Sonic Circus & 
Pork Tornadoes 

adno=475801

BUILD COMPANY CULTURE BY GIVING BACK

Participate in fundraising events

Host a workplace campaign

Host a volunteer event

Make a corporate gift

Learn more by visiting:
dbqunitedway.org

CKBUILD COMPANY CULTURE BY GIVING BAC

3/18/2026

Canaan James Live
3/18/2026

3/18/2026

WelcomeNew Members
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3/19/2026

4/7/2026

4/9/2026

3/18/2026

WelcomeNew Members
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Ready to Stop Fighting
with YourWebsite?
Download your free digital
strategy checklist or
schedule a discovery call!

Contact Kim Miller & Ally Goerdt
563-293-3395 | DubuqueWebsites.com

SCHEDULE A CALL FREE CHECKLIST

adno=468273

4/13/2026

4/13/2026
4/9/2026

WelcomeNew Members
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BY ANGELA JONES

Once Midwesterners shake free of winter, it’s time to 
get out and about; and, naturally, they bring their 
friends and wallets with them. Many businesses see 
their profits grow during these warmer days, and 
they make preparations accordingly. Summer brings 

with it more than just welcoming businesses and interested cus-
tomers; there’s also a range of outdoor events and activities, like 
RAGBRAI and concerts (as at the newly constructed Back Waters Amphitheater).

Of course, planning for summer cannot just be business as usual, either, as much more 
goes into preparing for customers and their wishes. They have to plan strategically for 
staffing and for products around the events that are most likely going to draw more peo-
ple to the city and surrounding area.

SUMMER CROWDS

Dubuque area businesses have 
their doors wide open for

Fans enjoys Buckcherry as they perform during Velocity Festival at Field of Dreams in Dyersville, Iowa.
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LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEKEND | WINE AND BEER TASTINGS | WEEKDAY LUNCH 11AM-2PM | APPETIZERS AND PIZZAS
 600 Star Brewery Drive, Dubuque, Iowa | 563-583-6100 | stonecliffwinery.com

Dubuque Star Brewery
AND

STONE CLIFF WINERY

Located on the banks of the mighty Mississippi

adno=464967

One of the first things that out-of-
town visitors consider is where they will 
stay, and there are plenty of options. 
One hotel, Holiday Inn on Main Street, 
is central to many area happenings, and 
hotel manager Theresa Rodgers knows 
just what it means to prepare for these 
active months.

“Summer is big; it’s much busier. When 
we hit spring-time, we start ramping up 
our staff,” Rodgers said. “We’ll have five 
baseball teams in-house this weekend. 
There are more weddings, and the (Back 
Waters) stage will bring more business.”

And those are just a few of the 
activities that they know of to prepare 
for; then they also check the published 
events calendars to make sure they’re 
not missing anything for staffing the ho-
tel, the restaurant and the shuttle.

Of course, besides staffing, the hotel 
changes its menu to fit summertime pal- Holiday Inn Dubuque.

Summer is big; it’s much busier. When we hit 
spring-time, we start ramping up our staff.

Holiday Inn Hotel Manager Theresa Rodgers
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ettes, though “pizzas are (always) huge 
(to order in).” 

With this in mind, Holiday Inn will start 
making pizzas in-house to capture some 
of that food revenue.

“Summer is when we make our reve-
nue,” Rodgers said. “We bank on groups 
and summer guests. Room revenue 
could double, and we often have sold out 
weekends.”

Visitors come to the Dubuque area 
not just for events but for mini-getaways, 
too.

“People come here because there’s 
good food and entertainment,” Rodgers 
said. “But the game is that we have to 
work ahead of schedule.”

The hospitality and service industry is 
not without its challenges, though, espe-
cially with staffing.

Bama Ohnesong, manager at the 
Yardarm Riverfront Bar & Grill, agrees 
that staffing can be a challenge, but sees 
that as part of being a seasonal establish-
ment.

“Dubuque is good about giving heads 
up to be strategic,” Ohnesong said. “We 
have lots of college kids (working here). 
They’re often here for four summers and 
then they’re gone. I’m an empty nester 
all the time!”

While Ohnesong admits that some 
turnaround is part of the business, she 
also knows that Yardarm has a “great 
environment” for students to work in. 
While their own stage cannot compete 
with national acts that get booked at 
Back Water Amphitheater and other 

stages, she said their spot is good for 
“pre-gaming” and for getting food before 
a show.

”We’re always adapting,” Ohnesong 
said. “We now have mocktails and 
healthier drinks so younger people can 
hang out and socialize. And this year we 
added day music for those who use the 

Yardarm Riverfront Bar & Grill in Dubuque.

The interior of Holiday Inn Dubuque.
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Increase the longevity of your vehicle 
with routine maintenance

▶ Wheel alignment
▶ Oil change
▶ Brakes

▶ Batteries
▶ Suspension
▶  Tires and much more!

Chamber

Monday - Friday: 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM

Visit our website for more information or 
to schedule a service: bigaautodbq.com

Big A Auto Sales & Service
2311 Central Ave., 
Dubuque, IA 52001
563-556-1123

Your Trusted Automotive Experts
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Big A 
Auto

Print this ad or show it to us  
for $5 off any service!

marina and for those who 
want less of a blast of party.”

She stressed that the more 
that is going on in Dubuque, 
the more they get to wel-
come people. Of course, it’s 
easy to embrace a good-time 
place during the dog days of 
summer.

A little further west, 
Darkbird Taproom, in Peosta, 
Iowa, another good-time 
spot, also feels the effects 
of summer crowds but often 
more from goings-on in 
Dyersville and area than from 
downtown Dubuque. 

“Summer is a good oppor-
tunity to showcase what we 
do,” manager Grace Burds 
said. “And we plan ahead and 
adjust for schedules.”

The events in Dyersville 
that they track include the 
Velocity Festival, activities at 
the Field of Dreams and nu-
merous others. And, as with 
most places in the service 
industry, staffing is a major 
part of business success.

“Staffing and training is a 
bigger challenge,” Burds said. 
“Finding a good fit and re-
taining strong team members 

Bartender Kelli Steffen pours a beer at Darkbird Taproom.

This will be one of the busiest 
summers in Dubuque. There’s a 

lot of opportunity for new money 
to come to the community.

President and CEO at Greater 
Dubuque Development 

Corporation Jason White
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to represent the business 
matters. Strong staff helps the 
customer experience.”

It makes sense that sum-
mer staffing is more difficult 
due to the inconsistent na-
ture of events and activities, 
but this summer seems to 
be heating up with a steady 
stream of options.

Jason White, President 
and CEO at Greater Dubuque 
Development Corporation 
(GDDC), is looking forward to 
seeing how well this summer 
does for the Dubuque area 
economically. 

“This will be one of 
the busiest summers in 
Dubuque,” White said. 
“There’s a lot of opportunity 
for new money to come to 
the community.”

From GDDC’s studied point 
of view, the area will see 
more patrons, there will be 
more shopping and there will 
be more revenue for motels 
and hotels, for example. 
The hope, of course, is that 
staffing issues will be largely 
solved by the college- and 
high school-aged students 
looking for part-time, tem-
porary work, according to 
White. 

Dubuque, with its numer-
ous small universities in the 
area, might see more student 
availability this summer, es-
pecially with recent living cost 
increases, he stressed.

Once staffing, product 
levels and marketing (print, 
social media, billboards, etc.) 
are in place, area business-
es can show what they are 
capable of, and visitors are 
more likely to go home and 
tell others to visit, too.

“It’s a good opportunity 
to present ourselves to the 
outside world,” White said.

Many from the outside 
world will be coming to 
Dubuque via bicycle in July. 
RAGBRAI Director Matt Phip-
pen understands the effects 
that visitors from this specific 
event has on a local economy.

“Our riders love to experi-
ence what each town has to 
offer. The riders understand 
that it takes a lot for these 

Riders 
make 
their way 
through 
Dubuque 
the last 
time that 
RAGBRAI 
ended in 
Dubuque 
in 2010.
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Rely on Terracon’s national expertise and local 
knowledge to deliver timely and practical 
transportation solutions. We go with you from one 
step to the next, thinking ahead to mitigate future 
challenges and potential risks and keep your 
project moving swiftly, safety, and successfully.

(563) 355-0702

Terracon.com/Dubuque

Your Partner for 
         Iowa’s Future
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563-587-7840
thelifegroupllc.com

YOU REMEMBERED YOUR
COFFEE MUG… BUT DID
YOU REMEMBER YOUR

401(K)?
When you leave a job, it’s easy to forget the
retirement account you left behind. But that “out of
sight, out of mind” 401(k) could be quietly costing
you — with hidden fees, limited investment choices,
and no coordination with your overall retirement
plan.

Your 401(k) could be quietly costing you – schedule
a complimentary review with The Life Group today.

adno=466366

towns to pull off RAGBRAI,” 
Phippen said. “They want to 
make sure they find ways to 
support locals first.”

RAGBRAI riders will expe-
rience downtown Dubuque 
before heading out to Onawa 
and then again on the return, 
according to Phippen. Fur-
ther, he said, “the shorter last 
day … should give riders extra 
time to explore and not feel 
the rush to leave town.”

The area already seems 
abuzz with the possibility of 
entertainment and adven-
ture this year, so much so 
that it may be difficult to 
do everything we hear and 
read about. But that’s a good 
problem to have, and a good 
problem for area businesses 
to have. 

The ultimate challenge 
might be to keep summer at 
a slow pace and really savor 
all of these offerings while 
supporting the businesses we 
know and love, both currently 
and in the coming months.

The Field of Dreams in Dyersville, Iowa, has become a summer destination with many new 
events.
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NEW KID ON  
THE BLOCK

We take pride in knowing our customers. 
And we take pride in spending time (on cars). 
It’s all about the people and the employees.

Owner Doug Tonn

Miracle Car Wash in Dubuque.

Miracle 
Car Wash
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RIVER ROCK KITCHEN & TAP FEATURING 
BENNIGAN’S ON THE FLY
450 Main Street ,  Dubuque, IA 52001
563-556-2000 •  www.riverrockkitchenandtap.com

RIVER ROCK KITCHEN & TAP
LOCATED INSIDE THE HOLIDAY INN

Now open for lunch! Join us for a fresh take on casual 
dining in a relaxed, inviting setting.

Whether you’re gathering around the firepit on our 
patio or enjoying the energy of our indoor bar, River 
Rock Kitchen & Tap is your go-to destination for great 
food, drinks, and atmosphere.

BY ANGELA JONES

Miracle Car Wash has recently rejoined the 
Chamber but can hardly be considered new 
to town. With almost 22 years under the cur-
rent owners, and more than 40 years before 
them, this “newbie” has staying power. And a 

solid business model to back it.
While many newer car washes are popping up, they do not quite 

seem to match Miracle’s community involvement and care for their 
employees and customers as a locally owned company.

”Everything we do stays in Dubuque,” 
owner Doug Tonn said. “It’s important to 
shop local if you like where you live.”

That pride of place is seen in their 
washes for cars — even a self-serve dog 
wash — and in their support of their 
community. The company’s ‘Operation 
We Care’ that takes place every Memo-
rial Day has raised more than $250,000 
thanks to its sponsors and customers.

“We take pride in knowing our cus-
tomers,” Tonn said. “And we take pride in 
spending time (on cars). It’s all about the 
people and the employees.”

It’s been about the customers and 

employees since Tonn joined his broth-
er, Chuck, in 2004, and continues to be 
about customers with current co-owners, 
Jesse Howell and Luke Heim.

But, of course, focusing on customers 
means focusing on customers’ cars both 
exterior and interior.

”We don’t just spray the car and run it 
down the line,” Tonn said.

Instead, a number of Miracle’s 15-20 
employees attend to the washes, the 
detailing and other individual services to 
pamper cars, which is good for the car 
and feels better to drive it.

Miracle Car Wash is succeeding in 

the test of time. Howell and Heim were 
“kids” when they first started working 
for Miracle and are now part owners; a 
daughter, one of Tonn’s first employees, 
is now working there, too.

Tonn, who initially carried on the busi-
ness with his brother, Chuck (and after 
Ron Pothoff), takes calm pride in what 
he has helped shape and lead. He knows 
that customers take pride in their cars, 
and he believes that Miracle Car Wash’s 
approach to cleaning cars is superior to 
the new spots in town.

Customers can tell the difference, too, 
and they keep going back — not just for 
the quality but also for the local care.
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BEEN AROUND  
THE BLOCK

The Bike Shack

The Bike Shack at 3250 Dodge Street in Dubuque.

BY ANGELA JONES

Cars help us get around and walking helps us get 
exercise, but bikes do both — they help us get 
around faster than walking while also getting ex-
ercise. Or taking a bike on a trail for pure exercise 
and fresh air. No matter what kind of bike we’re 

looking for there, The Bike Shack is ready to outfit riders.
Although it’s difficult to imagine that The Bike Shack had any 

other locations besides on U.S. 20, in fact it was originally located 
on Burlington and Primrose in an old milk house, then moved to 
Delhi before landing at its current spot in 1998.



Meet with us to talk about 
increasing and building brand 
exposure through social media, 
search engine optimization, 
online advertising and more!

(563) 588-5612
Tricia.Nelson@THMedia.com

TelegraphHerald.com

Don’t be left in the dark,
request your FREE Local SEO 
Scan report today!

Start your digital 
marketing with 
a special price 

for Local SEO of 
$200/month!

Digital Marketing 
Exclusively for 
Your Businesses

Put SEO to 

Work for 

Your Business

TH MEDIA DIGITAL
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And the reason it came to exist is 
because owner Pamela Lewey’s dad was 
“big into biking and racing, and had trou-
ble finding what he wanted,” Lewey said.

The Bike Shack started with the bike 
lines Puch and Austro-Daimler, then add-
ed Fuji, and before long brought in Ross 
and Schwinn lines. In 2001, the business 
started The Shoe Shack, too.

“We sell bikes and e-bikes, fitness 
equipment, weight equipment and 
shoes,” Lewey said. “And we offer servic-
ing on the bikes we sell, too.”

Lewey said that bike sales are strong, 
as are e-bikes, which they’re selling the 
most of right now. And she attributes the 
success of the business to a “good cus-
tomer base and a good reputation.”

Mountain bike and hybrid bike sales 
have dipped a little, but still sell fairly 
well thanks to the “four nice mountain 
trails” that Dubuque has.

Meanwhile, sales are not as strong 
for kids’ bikes at this time, and it’s even 
difficult to fill stock for them.

“Inventory is still not back to normal 
from (when) COVID (hit),” Lewey said. 

But since we can all shop in stores 
now, the benefits are worthwhile.

“The benefit is service and knowledge, 
and that you know you’re getting what 
you want,” Lewey said.

Lewey and her cousin, Dan Schmitt, 
purchased the business as of Oct. 1, 
2025, and they’re both “happy to be part 
of the next generation.” She said that as 
an owner she worries more but likes to 
make decisions, like recently bringing in a 
new line of e-bike, Aventon.

Not surprisingly, their success is 

attributed to “customer service” — in 
particular, “taking care of customers, 
getting what they want, asking the right 
questions” — and their business longevi-
ty is connected to this customer care.

Their success means they’ve hit the 
right path and are cycling along for the 
long ride.

Dan Schmitt works on bikes at The Bike Shack.

An 
employee 
moves 
inventory 
at The 
Bike 
Shack.
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DIGITAL SPECIAL
Kick-Off to Summer

SW Wisconsin eyes 
tourism rebound 2A

Casserole program 
marks milestone 2A
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Field of Dreams 1B
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STEPHEN GASSMAN • Telegraph Herald file
Fireworks over Dubuque on July 3, 2024. A law signed 
last month by Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds changed the 
state code so local governments cannot prohibit the use 
of consumer fireworks on July 3, July 4, and Dec. 31 
during designated times.

BY KONRAD STRZALKA
konrad.strzalka@thmedia.com

Iowa residents could hear more booms 
in the sky this Fourth of July.

A new Iowa law requires local govern-
ments to allow the use of consumer fire-

works at certain dates and times, forcing 
many area towns to amend ordinances 
that have prohibited fireworks use.

Iowa code allows the shooting off of 
consumer fireworks within certain hours 
from June 1 to July 8 and Dec. 10 to Jan. 3. 
Previously, the law allowed local govern-
ments to prohibit their use even within 
those dates.

However, a law signed last month by 
Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds amends the state 
code so local governments cannot prohibit 
use of consumer fireworks on July 3, July 4, 

and Dec. 31 during times outlined in state 
code — 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. July 3, 9 a.m. to 
11 p.m. July 4 and from 9 a.m. onward 
Dec. 31.

Dubuque City Council members on 
Monday voted to adjust city ordinance to 
mirror state law but rejected a request from 
the Police Department to relax fireworks 
rules beyond the hours and dates the law 
requires them to be permitted on private 
property.

Local cities adjust to 
new Iowa fireworks law
Recent change to state code 
forbids municipalities from 
banning the use of fireworks 
during certain dates and times. 

Civic leaders 
pushing to keepChurro cafe opens in Galena

biz buzz
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Biz Buzz shares busi-
ness tidbits from across 
the tri-states. This edition 
highlights recent develop-
ments in Galena, Ill., and 
Dubuque.

A new dessert cafe is now open in 
Galena.

The Corner Churro Cafe, 315 
Commerce St., is a marriage of Kaladi’s 
Coffee Bar’s handcrafted brews and 
authentic Spanish-Mexican desserts 
made fresh.

“I’ve had (Kaladi’s Coffee Bar) for 25 
years,” owner Antonio Morel said. “But 
I’ve always wanted to bring a churro 
concept to this community.”

Morel’s churros are not the carnival 
variety or your typically flash frozen 
fast food add-on.

“I’m not saying that (those churros) 
aren’t good, but when the product has 
been sitting there for a few hours, it’s 
not as good tasting. So a lot of people 
haven’t really tried a churro that’s 
fresh-made. ... A churro is a Spanish 
donut — a lot of people don’t realize 
that (given its American presentation 
today),” said Morel, who is Spanish.

At the Churro Cafe, dough is made 
on site and churros are fried to order in 
an open kitchen with specialty equip-
ment ordered from Spain.

“You’re getting a product that’s 
made on site. You order it. You get the 
ticket. How you want it — we make it,” 
he said. “This is the freshest churro in 
an 80-mile radius.”

Alongside the gourmet quality of 
a churro are all its other trappings: 
Five to six churros a meal with a thick 

signature chocolate dip on offer — just 
the way they make it in Spain.

“Now, in Spain, they don’t actually 
coat churros with cinnamon and sugar, 
unless you ask,” Morel said. “You just 
dip it in the chocolate. So we brought 
the same options. We also have our 
filled churros, starting with the vanilla, 
strawberry (and) dulce de leche (cara-

mel) flavors.”
Filling is imported for maximum 

authenticity, and Morel is working on 
getting several more flavors supplied.

The cafe also offers “loopas,” a looped 
variant of the churro. Filling options 
include chocolate with Biscoff, white 
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With federal funds to sup-
plement service at Dubuque 
Regional Airport all but de-
pleted,  civic  leaders met 
Tuesday to gin up support 
for the airport’s once-a-day 
flight to and from Chicago’s 
O’Hare International Air-
port.

“ The fate  of  ser vice at 
Dubuque Regional Airport 
is entirely in our hands,” said 
Mayor Brad Cavanagh, who 
pleaded with business leaders 
to use the fledgling service with 
Denver Air Connection when-

ever possible.
If passenger traffic doesn’t 

increase, driving 80 miles to the 
nearest airport will once again 
become Dubuquers’ closest 
option.

“Once we do this and suc-
ceed, we can add flights. If we 

don’t  succe e d, 
w e ’ l l  l o s e  t h i s 
flight,” Cavanagh 
said. “If we lose 
flights now, I don’t 
s e e  u s  g e t t i n g 
flights back for a 
few years.”

Aside from con-
venience, having 

regular air service at the local 
airport is seen as critical for 
the region’s economic vitality, 
connecting Dubuque to global 
destinations.

Civic leaders 
pushing to keep 
daily air service
Cavanagh says it could 
take years to restore 
flights if Denver Air 
Connection deal ends.
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Owner Antonio Moral stands in front of Corner Churro Cafe in Galena, Ill.
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unless you ask,” Morel said. “You just 
dip it in the chocolate. So we brought 
the same options. We also have our 
filled churros, starting with the vanilla, 
strawberry (and) dulce de leche (cara-
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Iowa residents could hear more booms 
in the sky this Fourth of July.

A new Iowa law requires local govern-
ments to allow the use of consumer fire-

works at certain dates and times, forcing 
many area towns to amend ordinances 
that have prohibited fireworks use.

Iowa code allows the shooting off of 
consumer fireworks within certain hours 
from June 1 to July 8 and Dec. 10 to Jan. 3. 
Previously, the law allowed local govern-
ments to prohibit their use even within 
those dates.

However, a law signed last month by 
Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds amends the state 
code so local governments cannot prohibit 
use of consumer fireworks on July 3, July 4, 

and Dec. 31 during times outlined in state 
code — 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. July 3, 9 a.m. to 
11 p.m. July 4 and from 9 a.m. onward 
Dec. 31.

Dubuque City Council members on 
Monday voted to adjust city ordinance to 
mirror state law but rejected a request from 
the Police Department to relax fireworks 
rules beyond the hours and dates the law 
requires them to be permitted on private 
property.

Local cities adjust to 
new Iowa fireworks law
Recent change to state code 
forbids municipalities from 
banning the use of fireworks 
during certain dates and times. 
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concept to this community.”

Morel’s churros are not the carnival 
variety or your typically flash frozen 
fast food add-on.

“I’m not saying that (those churros) 
aren’t good, but when the product has 
been sitting there for a few hours, it’s 
not as good tasting. So a lot of people 
haven’t really tried a churro that’s 
fresh-made. ... A churro is a Spanish 
donut — a lot of people don’t realize 
that (given its American presentation 
today),” said Morel, who is Spanish.

At the Churro Cafe, dough is made 
on site and churros are fried to order in 
an open kitchen with specialty equip
ment ordered from Spain.

“You’re getting a product that’s 
made on site. You order it. You get the 
ticket. How you want it — we make it,” 
he said. “This is the freshest churro in 
an 80-mile radius.”

Alongside the gourmet quality of 
a churro are all its other trappings: 
Five to six churros a meal with a thick 

“Our mor
  it opened

Churro cafe opens in Galena
biz buzz

BY DANIEL BETHERS
daniel.bethers@thmedia.com

New thrift store launches 
in Dubuque; food truck rolls 
out Czech-inspired pastries.

Biz Buzz shares busi-
ness tidbits from across 
the tri-states. This edition 
highlights recent develop-
ments in Galena, Ill., and 
Dubuque.

A new dessert cafe is now open in 
Galena.

The Corner Churro Cafe, 315 
Commerce St., is a marriage of Kaladi’s 
Coffee Bar’s handcrafted brews and 
authentic Spanish-Mexican desserts 
made fresh.

“I’ve had (Kaladi’s Coffee Bar) for 25 
years,” owner Antonio Morel said. “But 
I’ve always wanted to bring a churro 
concept to this community.”

Morel’s churros are not the carnival 
variety or your typically flash frozen 
fast food add-on.

“I’m not saying that (those churros) 
aren’t good, but when the product has 
been sitting there for a few hours, it’s 
not as good tasting. So a lot of people 
haven’t really tried a churro that’s 
fresh-made. ... A churro is a Spanish 
donut — a lot of people don’t realize 
that (given its American presentation 
today),” said Morel, who is Spanish.

At the Churro Cafe, dough is made 
on site and churros are fried to order in 
an open kitchen with specialty equip-
ment ordered from Spain.

“You’re getting a product that’s 
made on site. You order it. You get the 
ticket. How you want it — we make it,” 
he said. “This is the freshest churro in 
an 80-mile radius.”

Alongside the gourmet quality of 
a churro are all its other trappings: 
Five to six churros a meal with a thick 

signature chocolate dip on offer — just 
the way they make it in Spain.

“Now, in Spain, they don’t actually 
coat churros with cinnamon and sugar, 
unless you ask,” Morel said. “You just 
dip it in the chocolate. So we brought 
the same options. We also have our 
filled churros, starting with the vanilla, 
strawberry (and) dulce de leche (cara-

mel) flavors.”
Filling is imported for maximum 

authenticity, and Morel is working on 
getting several more flavors supplied.

The cafe also offers “loopas,” a looped 
variant of the churro. Filling options 
include chocolate with Biscoff, white 

“Our mortgage didn’t break the bank,
  it opened doors.” Real life plans start here.

DuTrac.org

SW Wisconsin eyes 
tourism rebound 2A

Casserole program 
marks milestone 2A

Officials seek input  
on park names 5A

Blazers top Rams at 
Field of Dreams 1B

WEATHER:  HIGH 74°   LOW 61°   RAIN, 8B

Wednesday
June 18, 2025   •   TelegraphHerald.com   •   Dubuque, Iowa

STEPHEN GASSMAN • Telegraph Herald file
Fireworks over Dubuque on July 3, 2024. A law signed 
last month by Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds changed the 
state code so local governments cannot prohibit the use 
of consumer fireworks on July 3, July 4, and Dec. 31 
during designated times.

BY KONRAD STRZALKA
konrad.strzalka@thmedia.com

Iowa residents could hear more booms 
in the sky this Fourth of July.

A new Iowa law requires local govern-
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requires them to be permitted on private 
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Aside from con-
venience, having 

regular air service at the local 
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connecting Dubuque to global 
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Connection deal ends.
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Owner of Vanguard Countertops JB Priest (right) gives a tour of his company during the Dubuque Area Chamber of Commerce 
annual Manufacturing Appreciation Week.

Vanguard is 
a 65-year-old 
company that 
moved to 1300 
Synergy Court 
in 2009. It 
produces mostly 
commercial 
cabinets for 
clients, such as 
hospitals, hotels 
and banks. It 
also makes 
countertops.



•  Prime Location: Near restaurants and 
New Horizon Academy childcare center

•  Beautifully Renovated: Historic building 
w/ modern amenities

•  Flexible Space: Customizable from 
2,000 - 14,000 square feet

•  Abundant Natural Light: 3rd Floor 
space with great views

•  Convenience: Ample off-street parking 
included, handicap accessible, 
and shipping/receiving dock

• Private fi rst-fl oor reception area available.

DOWNTOWN DUBUQUE DOWNTOWN DUBUQUE 
Modern Class A Workspace 

FOR YOUR BUSINESSFOR YOUR BUSINESS

SCHEDULE A 
VIEWING TODAY!

Contact AMY WAGNER at 
(563) 588-5685 or 

awagner@wcinet.com

Visit: www.wcinet.com/801bluff/ 
or Scan QR code for

more details.

As low as 
$14.50 per square foot, 

INCLUDING:
Maintenance, insurance, 

tax, on site parking 
and all utilities!
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The Leadership Dubuque graduation, class of 2026.

Photos courtesy of Digitial Dubuque
Taste of the Tri-States was held at the Hotel Julien Dubuque.

Watch a video of the 
class of 2026 online here.
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RIBBON  
CUTTINGS

DuBrick
Ribbon cutting date: 3/26/26
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The Scrub Rack
Ribbon cutting date: 4/9/26

Edwards Creative
Ribbon cutting date: 4/30/26
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