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For over 40 years, Medical Associates Health Plans has provided 
trusted health insurance solutions for local employers, delivering 
high-quality, physician-led care to the greater Dubuque community. As 
one of the few physician-owned health plans in the country, our model 
prioritizes patient needs, ensuring their well-being always comes first.

Your dedicated partner for all your health insurance needs, you have us.

YOUR COMMERCIAL SALES ADVISOR
Call 563.556.8070 for a quote today!

1605 Associates Drive, Dubuque, IA

A local health 
plan built for 
better care.

www.mahealthplans.comMedical Associates Clinic and Health Plans

“
Medical Associates is always 
there for us, if we have any needs, 
they’re very responsive and we 
appreciate that partnership. 
Team Dupaco is here to meet the 
financial needs of our members 
and by having Medical Associates 
take care of the healthcare needs of 
our valued team members it allows 
us to focus on what we do best.

CLIENT TESTIMONIAL

- Joe Hearn, President and CEO of
  Dupaco Community Credit Union

YOU HAVE US.

Greg Hermiston

Trusted – Decisions made by your physicians, not administrators.

Member Focused – Exceptional care in every interaction.

Solution Driven – Health plans designed to your company’s needs.?

Local – A dedicated team that lives and works in the community.
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Welcome to the Winter edition of Cham-
ber Quarterly!

As the weather cools and our commu-
nity sparkles with holiday lights, it’s the 
perfect time to reflect on the joy and gen-

erosity that make Dubuque such a special place to live, work 
and celebrate. The season brings a wonderful reminder of 
the magic that happens when we come together — families 
gathering, friends reconnecting, and local businesses thriv-
ing thanks to your support.

Our shops, restaurants and service providers continue 
to impress with their dedication and personal touch. From 
handmade gifts to holiday meals and unique local experi-
ences, there’s something truly special about finding what 
you need right here at home.

This season, we invite you to “Keep it Home for the Holi-
days” — shop local, dine local and give local. Every purchase 
made at a neighborhood business strengthens our econo-
my, supports local jobs and reinvests in the community we 
all love.

At the Dubuque Area Chamber of Commerce, we remain 
committed to advocating, connecting and educating our 
members and community — because when we lift up our 
local businesses, we all grow stronger together.

From all of us at the Chamber, thank you for your contin-
ued support and partnership. Wishing you and your loved 
ones a joyful holiday season and a prosperous new year!

Warm regards,

President & CEO
Dubuque Area Chamber of Commerce
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WelcomeNew Members

7/16/2025 

8/6/2025 

7/22/2025 
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STRENGTHENSTRENGTHEN EMPLOYEE ENGAGEMENT? EMPLOYEE ENGAGEMENT?

DO YOU WANT TO SUPPORT more than 
50,000 LOCAL LIVES IN OUR COMMUNITY AND

BUILD YOUR TEAM BY: - Running a United Way workplace campaign
- Hosting a volunteer experience
- Sharing local resourcesLearn more:

www.dbqunitedway.org | admin@dbqunitedway.org | 563.588.1415
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WelcomeNew Members

8/7/2025 

8/6/2025 
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WelcomeNew Members

8/7/2025 

8/8/2025 

8/12/2025 



December 5th - 6th and 13thDecember 5th - 6th and 13th

2025

5 - 8 pm each night

Brought to You By:

See the animated 
display all month!

Visit with Santa and Mrs Claus

Explore the animated lights and displays

Enjoy hot cocoa and other holiday treats
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WelcomeNew Members

8/14/2025 

8/15/2025 
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WelcomeNew Members

9/2/2025 

8/15/2025 

9/3/2025 



(563) 355-0702

Terracon.com/Dubuque

This holiday season, Terracon celebrates the 
small businesses that make our communities 
thrive. By supporting local, we help build lasting 
connections and stronger neighborhoods. 
Together, let’s keep creating a brighter tomorrow.

Together We Build   
Stronger Communities

The Dubuque Area Chamber of Commerce | Winter 2025 15

WelcomeNew Members

9/12/2025 
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BY DAN RUSSO

THE SPIRIT OF 
COMMUNITY

CELEBRATING SMALL BUSINESSES 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

By choosing to shop local this holiday season, residents 
across the Dubuque area can experience the joy that 
comes from supporting the businesses that make our com-
munity unique. Each purchase made close to home carries 
a story — a friendly face behind the counter, a thoughtful 

recommendation, and a personal touch that turns every gift into 
something truly meaningful.
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LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEKEND | WINE AND BEER TASTINGS | WEEKDAY LUNCH 11AM-2PM | APPETIZERS AND PIZZAS
 600 Star Brewery Drive, Dubuque, Iowa | 563-583-6100 | stonecliffwinery.com

Dubuque Star Brewery
AND

STONE CLIFF WINERY

Located on the banks of the mighty Mississippi

The aromas of caramels 
and cheeses greet visitors to 
Freddie’s Popcorn. Founders 
Glen and Carol Stillmunkes 
sold their fresh kettle corn and 
homemade caramel corn at 
the Dubuque Farmers Market 
for several years before open-
ing the storefront operation 
in 2010. The founders passed 
the scoops to their daughter 
and son-in-law, Tami and Ja-
son Staner, who continue the 
family tradition today.

“Our mission is to bring 
families together through de-
lightful snacking experiences,” 
the Staners said.

For those looking for 
something tasteful to give 
to friends or family, the full 
menu of niche popcorns in-
cludes Freddie’s OG Sampler, 
an offering of small samples 
of each of the original flavors 
that has made Freddie’s brand 
popular in the tristate area. 

The family took time to 
express gratitude to their 
supporters. 

Jason Staner bags kettle corn at the Freddie’s Popcorn booth during Taste of Dubuque.
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“We believe shopping local means more than making 
a purchase — it’s investing in neighbors, families and the 
community that makes Dubuque special,” the Staners 
said. “Every bag sold helps keep our small-town spirit 
alive and supports the local connections that make this 
place feel like home.”

Be prepared to have a few rogue popcorn kernels 
stuck to your shoes as you mosey across Main Street to 
nearby Las Margarrita’s Restaurant for a signature drink. 
There you’ll see art from local creators on the walls along 
with a sign toward the back that reads: “Taco ‘Bout and 
Party.” This is a not so subtle reference to another spe-
ciality on the menu — Birria Tacos. Christian Hernandez, 
the owner, started the business about two years ago. He 
worked for the owner of a previous restaurant at that lo-
cation, Salsas, for 20 years before starting his operation.  

“It feels good to be able to make decisions about 
the menu and add the flavors you want,” he said 
about his journey to become an entrepreneur, which 
started after he immigrated to the United States from 
Guatemala. 

A soccer game teams from Mexico and the United 
States played on screens above the bar as Hernandez 

Christian Hernandez stands inside Las Margarrita’s Mexican Restaurant.

Las Margarrita’s Mexican Restaurant on Main Street in Dubuque.
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spoke recently. He paused for a second to seat new custom-
ers before continuing. Las Margarrita’s is offering a 10% 
discount on gift cards during the holiday season. 

“We’re serving fresh, authentic food and we have friend-
ly service,” Hernandez said. “(Buying local) helps the city.” 

Further down Main Street, Alex and Angela Lee, a hus-
band and wife team, work side by side at The Spot, making 
and serving drinks. The couple has built a following for 
what is nicknamed “Dubuque’s Healthy Hangout.” They 
took over the business in 2022. 

“(When you shop locally), it supports our family direct-
ly,” Angela said. “The money is also going to people in our 
community.”

On a recent day this fall, The Spot donated a portion of 
sales from each drink to support a Thanksgiving dinner for 
students living in the area who won’t be able to make it 
home for the holidays. They try to engage in charity like this 
as much as possible. The Spot’s winter menu will include 
holiday themed drinks, including the “Jack Frost” and “Mrs. 
Claus.”

The business offers gift certificates as potential holiday 
gifts. Alex Lee recommended pairing this with an off the 

Angela and Alex Lee own The Spot Nutrition in Dubuque. 

The Spot Nutrition on Main Street in Dubuque.
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shelf “tea kit” so people can 
have a drink “right away.” The 
Spot is open every day, even 
on holidays, according to the 
Lees. They also have installed 
an exercise space so people 
can work out with a local per-
sonal trainer. They take pride 
in providing excellent service 
to their clients.

“We offer free delivery,” 
Alex said. “We provide 
healthy drinks without extra 
fees.” 

Strolling back up Main 
Street one finds River Lights 
Bookstore. The business, now 
an anchor in the neighbor-
hood, was part of the original 
renaissance of the business 
district.

“Most of the 1000 block 
of Main Street was rehabbed 
some 20 plus years ago by 
John and Mary Gronen,” said 
owner Sue Davis. “I’m proud 
that River Lights Bookstore 
was one of the first to make 
the move back downtown. 

Sue Davis completes a sale at River Lights Bookstore.

The interior of River Lights Bookstore in Dubuque.

Most of the 1000 
block of Main Street 
was rehabbed some 

20 plus years ago by John 
and Mary Gronen. I’m 
proud that River Lights 

Bookstore was one of the 
first to make the move 
back downtown. Our 
current home at 1098 
Main St. was once the 
location of Pusetari’s 

Vegetable Market –– a 
place a few Dubuquers 

will remember fondly as 
a family-run market 

for more than 70 
years.

Owner Sue Davis
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Established in 1905, and still family-owned, Bodine Electric continues 
to set the industry standard for small gearmotors, motors and 
controls. Located in nearby Peosta, our manufacturing facility utilizes 
the industry’s latest winding, machining, and assembly equipment. 
Bodine Electric Company is proud to employ a team of dedicated 
and qualified employees that meet and uphold ISO9001 standards. 
Manufacturing isn’t just about the machine, it’s about the people 
behind it. We nurture and embrace a collaborative team environment.

Visit us at bodine-electric.com
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563-587-7840
thelifegroupllc.com

YOU REMEMBERED YOUR
COFFEE MUG… BUT DID
YOU REMEMBER YOUR

401(K)?
When you leave a job, it’s easy to forget the
retirement account you left behind. But that “out of
sight, out of mind” 401(k) could be quietly costing
you — with hidden fees, limited investment choices,
and no coordination with your overall retirement
plan.

Your 401(k) could be quietly costing you – schedule
a complimentary review with The Life Group today.

adno=436365

Our current home at 1098 Main St. was once the lo-
cation of Pusetari’s Vegetable Market –– a place a few 
Dubuquers will remember fondly as a family-run market 
for more than 70 years.”

Davis was impressed by the rehab of her current 
building and now routinely finds creative ways to use the 
asset of the space.

 “When I started looking for the next location for River 
Lights, I knew the connection to Main Street was unbeat-
able: a thoroughfare for visitors to downtown, a historic 
building with hardwood floors, tin ceilings, and beautiful 
windows for displaying books and gifts,” she said.

Part of the store’s mission is to put community first, 
according to Davis. 

“We supply quality literature at competitive prices to 
the tristate region, offer tools and resources to schools 
and businesses, give back by donating to local nonprof-
its, and continue to bring people together through book 
groups, author discussions and signings and special 
seasonal events,” she said. 

Davis believes people who chose to shop locally 
during the holidays “get it.”

“They understand the benefit of re-investing their dol-
lars in our community,” she said. “That they appreciate 
our hands-on approach to providing the best shopping 
experience, offering excellent recommendations and 
making sure we have the right inventory on hand. It 
means so much when people choose to support locally 
owned independent businesses, including River Lights. 
We work hard to continue to earn your trust.” An aerial view of Main Street in Dubuque.
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NEW KID ON THE BLOCK

Card My Yard

The Dubuque Area Chamber of Commerce | Winter 2025

BY DAN RUSSO

KIELER, Wis. – Whether it’s surprising a 7-year-old with 
a “Happy Birthday” sign  first thing in the morning 
or recognizing a hardworking mother with a “You’re 
a Great Mom” message at the end of a long day, Jon 
and Steph Lewerke, of Card My Yard, run a business 

that specializes in creating great moments.  
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4-H & Youth 
Programs Horticulture 4-H & Youth 
Programs Horticulture 

K-12 
Education

 Local 
Foods
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This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement 
or accommodation inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext.

The couple bought the local fran-
chise of the national company in June 
and have hit the ground running ever 
since. Based in Kieler, the Lewerkes 
have been decorating front yards 
across the tristate area with the help of 
their three children.  

“We got the idea because we used 
their service in the past for our daugh-
ter,” Steph Lewerke said. ”She qualified 
for high school state gymnastics.” 

Card My Yard was founded in 2014 
by Amy Arnold and Jessica Stanley, two 
mothers who met at a Bible Study in 
2014. The firm now has more than 500 
franchises across the country, accord-
ing to the company’s website. The 
idea is to bring happiness to people by 
celebrating accomplishments and mile-
stones with creative displays on front 
lawns. The local branch was owned 
by a Dubuquer for about four years 
before the Lewerkes took over. So far, 
the couple has kept other full time jobs 
while working to build the new family 
business. 

“We’re averaging a couple of yards a 
week,” Jon said. “Our goal is to get to 
one yard per day.”

Steph Lewerke is a native of Hazel 
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Green. Jon grew up in Mason City, 
Iowa. Both of their fathers were entre-
preneurs in their local communities, so 
starting their own business has been a 
dream come true. As part of the fran-
chise fee, the Lewerkes gain access to 
an inventory of decorations and receive 
business coaching. They are also able 
to meet requests for custom graphics. 

The business is officially known as 
Card My Yard Kieler, WI, but serves 
a wide area around the tri-states 
including Dubuque, Jo Daviess and 
Grant counties, and surrounding small 
towns. The Lewerke family has worked 
with paying customers to mark a range 
of special occasions. They also have 
donated their services to schools and 
individuals at times. The business has a 
“mom of the month” give away, which 
has prompted some “tears of joy” from 
the women being highlighted.  

“We’re committed to giving back to 
our community,” Steph said.

The Lewerkes’ first Card My Yard job 
involved a sign for a high school grad-
uate who had recently lost her mother 
to cancer.   

“It was a pretty special moment,” 
Steph said.  

Jon emphasized that the service is 
for “people of any age” and explained 
that the business also works with 
corporate clients looking for help with 
promotion. With the holidays ap-
proaching, the Lewerkes said they are 
looking forward to helping people.  

“You’ll likely catch our kids part of 
the fun-filled action, too! “wrote the 
Lewerkes in their Card My Yard official 
profile. “It’s our way of giving back 
to the place we call home, spreading 
positivity, creating joy in the memory 
of our dads and celebrating with all of 
YOU.”

For more information on the busi-
ness, visit Card My Yard Kieler at www.
cardmyyard.com/kieler-wi.

We got the idea because we used their service in the past for our 
daughter. She qualified for high school state gymnastics.

Steph Lewerke



•  Prime Location: Near restaurants and New 

Horizon Academy childcare center

•  Beautifully Renovated: Historic building w/ 

modern amenities

•  Flexible Space: Customizable from 2,000 - 

14,000 square feet

•  Abundant Natural Light: 3rd Floor space 

with great views

•  Convenience: Ample off-street parking 

included, handicap accessible, 

and shipping/receiving dock

• Private fi rst-fl oor reception area available.

Contact AMY WAGNER at 
(563) 588-5685 or 

awagner@wcinet.com

DOWNTOWN DUBUQUEDOWNTOWN DUBUQUE 
Modern Class A Workspace 

FOR YOUR BUSINESS

SCHEDULE A 
VIEWING TODAY!

Visit: www.wcinet.com/801bluff/ 
or Scan QR code for

more details.

As low as 
$14.50 per square foot,

INCLUDING:
Maintenance, insurance, tax, 

on site parking 
and all utilities!
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BEEN AROUND THE BLOCK

Dubuque Main Street

Unique shops, restaurants and other service providers oc-
cupy well-preserved historic buildings across Dubuque’s 
downtown, making the local holiday shopping experience 
as close to a Hallmark channel movie scene as possible. 

Dubuque Main Street, a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to serving the downtown area, is one of the key reasons why the heart of 
the city is still so vibrant at a time when commercial districts in other towns 
have faltered. 

Dubuque Main Street’s awards sit on a table during the organizations annual awards program at the Hotel Julien Dubuque.

BY DAN RUSSO
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DIGITAL SPECIAL
SW Wisconsin eyes 
tourism rebound 2A

Casserole program 
marks milestone 2A

Officials seek input 
on park names 5A

Blazers top Rams at 
Field of Dreams 1B

WEATHER:  HIGH 74°   LOW 61°   RAIN, 8B

Wednesday
June 18, 2025   •   TelegraphHerald.com   •   Dubuque, Iowa

STEPHEN GASSMAN • Telegraph Herald file
Fireworks over Dubuque on July 3, 2024. A law signed 
last month by Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds changed the 
state code so local governments cannot prohibit the use 
of consumer fireworks on July 3, July 4, and Dec. 31 
during designated times.

BY KONRAD STRZALKA
konrad.strzalka@thmedia.com

Iowa residents could hear more booms 
in the sky this Fourth of July.

A new Iowa law requires local govern-
ments to allow the use of consumer fire-

works at certain dates and times, forcing 
many area towns to amend ordinances 
that have prohibited fireworks use.

Iowa code allows the shooting off of 
consumer fireworks within certain hours 
from June 1 to July 8 and Dec. 10 to Jan. 3. 
Previously, the law allowed local govern-
ments to prohibit their use even within 
those dates.

However, a law signed last month by 
Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds amends the state 
code so local governments cannot prohibit 
use of consumer fireworks on July 3, July 4, 

and Dec. 31 during times outlined in state 
code — 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. July 3, 9 a.m. to 
11 p.m. July 4 and from 9 a.m. onward 
Dec. 31.

Dubuque City Council members on 
Monday voted to adjust city ordinance to 
mirror state law but rejected a request from 
the Police Department to relax fireworks 
rules beyond the hours and dates the law 
requires them to be permitted on private 
property.

Local cities adjust to 
new Iowa fireworks law
Recent change to state code 
forbids municipalities from 
banning the use of fireworks 
during certain dates and times. 

Civic leaders 
pushing to keepChurro cafe opens in Galena

biz buzz

See LAW, PAGE 3A

Biz Buzz shares busi-
ness tidbits from across 
the tri-states. This edition 
highlights recent develop-
ments in Galena, Ill., and 
Dubuque.

A new dessert cafe is now open in 
Galena.

The Corner Churro Cafe, 315 
Commerce St., is a marriage of Kaladi’s 
Coffee Bar’s handcrafted brews and 
authentic Spanish-Mexican desserts 
made fresh.

“I’ve had (Kaladi’s Coffee Bar) for 25 
years,” owner Antonio Morel said. “But 
I’ve always wanted to bring a churro 
concept to this community.”

Morel’s churros are not the carnival 
variety or your typically flash frozen 
fast food add-on.

“I’m not saying that (those churros) 
aren’t good, but when the product has 
been sitting there for a few hours, it’s 
not as good tasting. So a lot of people 
haven’t really tried a churro that’s 
fresh-made. ... A churro is a Spanish 
donut — a lot of people don’t realize 
that (given its American presentation 
today),” said Morel, who is Spanish.

At the Churro Cafe, dough is made 
on site and churros are fried to order in 
an open kitchen with specialty equip-
ment ordered from Spain.

“You’re getting a product that’s 
made on site. You order it. You get the 
ticket. How you want it — we make it,” 
he said. “This is the freshest churro in 
an 80-mile radius.”

Alongside the gourmet quality of 
a churro are all its other trappings: 
Five to six churros a meal with a thick 

signature chocolate dip on offer — just 
the way they make it in Spain.

“Now, in Spain, they don’t actually 
coat churros with cinnamon and sugar, 
unless you ask,” Morel said. “You just 
dip it in the chocolate. So we brought 
the same options. We also have our 
filled churros, starting with the vanilla, 
strawberry (and) dulce de leche (cara-

mel) flavors.”
Filling is imported for maximum 

authenticity, and Morel is working on 
getting several more flavors supplied.

The cafe also offers “loopas,” a looped 
variant of the churro. Filling options 
include chocolate with Biscoff, white 

“Our mortgage didn’t break the bank,
  it opened doors.” Real life plans start here.

DuTrac.org
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With federal funds to sup-
plement service at Dubuque 
Regional Airport all but de-
pleted,  civic  leaders met 
Tuesday to gin up support 
for the airport’s once-a-day 
flight to and from Chicago’s 
O’Hare International Air-
port.

“ The fate  of  ser vice at 
Dubuque Regional Airport 
is entirely in our hands,” said 
Mayor Brad Cavanagh, who 
pleaded with business leaders 
to use the fledgling service with 
Denver Air Connection when-

ever possible.
If passenger traffic doesn’t 

increase, driving 80 miles to the 
nearest airport will once again 
become Dubuquers’ closest 
option.

“Once we do this and suc-
ceed, we can add flights. If we 

don’t  succe e d, 
w e ’ l l  l o s e  t h i s 
flight,” Cavanagh 
said. “If we lose 
flights now, I don’t 
s e e  u s  g e t t i n g 
flights back for a 
few years.”

Aside from con-
venience, having 

regular air service at the local 
airport is seen as critical for 
the region’s economic vitality, 
connecting Dubuque to global 
destinations.

Civic leaders 
pushing to keep 
daily air service
Cavanagh says it could 
take years to restore 
flights if Denver Air 
Connection deal ends.

STEPHEN GASSMAN • Telegraph Herald
Owner Antonio Moral stands in front of Corner Churro Cafe in Galena, Ill.

Churro cafe opens in Galena
biz buzz
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Fireworks over Dubuque on July 3, 2024. A law signed 
last month by Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds changed the 
state code so local governments cannot prohibit the use 
of consumer fireworks on July 3, July 4, and Dec. 31 

Churro cafe opens in Galena

Biz Buzz shares busi-
ness tidbits from across 
the tri-states. This edition 
highlights recent develop-
ments in Galena, Ill., and 
Dubuque.

new dessert cafe is now open in 

The Corner Churro Cafe, 315 
Commerce St., is a marriage of Kaladi’s 
Coffee Bar’s handcrafted brews and 
authentic Spanish-Mexican desserts 

“I’ve had (Kaladi’s Coffee Bar) for 25 
years,” owner Antonio Morel said. “But 
I’ve always wanted to bring a churro 
concept to this community.”

Morel’s churros are not the carnival 
variety or your typically flash frozen 
fast food add-on.

“I’m not saying that (those churros) 
aren’t good, but when the product has 
been sitting there for a few hours, it’s 
not as good tasting. So a lot of people 
haven’t really tried a churro that’s 
fresh-made. ... A churro is a Spanish 
donut — a lot of people don’t realize 
that (given its American presentation 
today),” said Morel, who is Spanish.

At the Churro Cafe, dough is made 
on site and churros are fried to order in 
an open kitchen with specialty equip-
ment ordered from Spain.

“You’re getting a product that’s 
made on site. You order it. You get the 
ticket. How you want it — we make it,” 
he said. “This is the freshest churro in 
an 80-mile radius.”

Alongside the gourmet quality of 
a churro are all its other trappings: 
Five to six churros a meal with a thick 

signature chocolate dip on offer — just 
the way they make it in Spain.

“Now, in Spain, they don’t actually 
coat churros with cinnamon and sugar, 
unless you ask,” Morel said. “You just 
dip it in the chocolate. So we brought 
the same options. We also have our 
filled churros, starting with the vanilla, 
strawberry (and) dulce de leche (cara-

mel) flavors.”
Filling is imported for maximum 

authenticity, and Morel is working on 
getting several more flavors supplied.

The cafe also offers “loopas,” a looped 
variant of the churro. Filling options 
include chocolate with Biscoff, white 
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Fireworks over Dubuque on July 3, 2024. A law signed 
last month by Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds changed the 
state code so local governments cannot prohibit the use 
of consumer fireworks on July 3, July 4, and Dec. 31 
during designated times.

BY KONRAD STRZALKA
konrad.strzalka@thmedia.com

Iowa residents could hear more booms 
in the sky this Fourth of July.

A new Iowa law requires local govern-
ments to allow the use of consumer fire-

works at certain dates and times, forcing 
many area towns to amend ordinances 
that have prohibited fireworks use.

Iowa code allows the shooting off of 
consumer fireworks within certain hours 
from June 1 to July 8 and Dec. 10 to Jan. 3. 
Previously, the law allowed local govern-
ments to prohibit their use even within 
those dates.

However, a law signed last month by 
Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds amends the state 
code so local governments cannot prohibit 
use of consumer fireworks on July 3, July 4, 

and Dec. 31 during times outlined in state 
code — 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. July 3, 9 a.m. to 
11 p.m. July 4 and from 9 a.m. onward 
Dec. 31.

Dubuque City Council members on 
Monday voted to adjust city ordinance to 
mirror state law but rejected a request from 
the Police Department to relax fireworks 
rules beyond the hours and dates the law 
requires them to be permitted on private 
property.

Local cities adjust to 
new Iowa fireworks law
Recent change to state code 
forbids municipalities from 
banning the use of fireworks 
during certain dates and times. 
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With federal funds to sup-
plement service at Dubuque 
Regional Airport all but de-
pleted,  civic  leaders met 
Tuesday to gin up support 
for the airport’s once-a-day 
flight to and from Chicago’s 
O’Hare International Air-
port.

“ The fate  of  ser vice at 
Dubuque Regional Airport 
is entirely in our hands,” said 
Mayor Brad Cavanagh, who 
pleaded with business leaders 
to use the fledgling service with 
Denver Air Connection when-

ever possible.
If passenger traffic doesn’t 

increase, driving 80 miles to the 
nearest airport will once again 
become Dubuquers’ closest 
option.

“Once we do this and suc-
ceed, we can add flights. If we 

don’t  succe e d, 
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flight,” Cavanagh 
said. “If we lose 
flights now, I don’t 
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flights back for a 
few years.”

Aside from con-
venience, having 

regular air service at the local 
airport is seen as critical for 
the region’s economic vitality, 
connecting Dubuque to global 
destinations.

Civic leaders 
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Cavanagh says it could 
take years to restore 
flights if Denver Air 
Connection deal ends.
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Commerce St., is a marriage of Kaladi’s 
Coffee Bar’s handcrafted brews and 
authentic Spanish-Mexican desserts 
made fresh.

“I’ve had (Kaladi’s Coffee Bar) for 25 
years,” owner Antonio Morel said. “But 
I’ve always wanted to bring a churro 
concept to this community.”

Morel’s churros are not the carnival 
variety or your typically flash frozen 
fast food add-on.

“I’m not saying that (those churros) 
aren’t good, but when the product has 
been sitting there for a few hours, it’s 
not as good tasting. So a lot of people 
haven’t really tried a churro that’s 
fresh-made. ... A churro is a Spanish 
donut — a lot of people don’t realize 
that (given its American presentation 
today),” said Morel, who is Spanish.

At the Churro Cafe, dough is made 
on site and churros are fried to order in 
an open kitchen with specialty equip
ment ordered from Spain.

“You’re getting a product that’s 
made on site. You order it. You get the 
ticket. How you want it — we make it,” 
he said. “This is the freshest churro in 
an 80-mile radius.”

Alongside the gourmet quality of 
a churro are all its other trappings: 
Five to six churros a meal with a thick 
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in Dubuque; food truck rolls 
out Czech-inspired pastries.

Biz Buzz shares busi-
ness tidbits from across 
the tri-states. This edition 
highlights recent develop-
ments in Galena, Ill., and 
Dubuque.

A new dessert cafe is now open in 
Galena.

The Corner Churro Cafe, 315 
Commerce St., is a marriage of Kaladi’s 
Coffee Bar’s handcrafted brews and 
authentic Spanish-Mexican desserts 
made fresh.

“I’ve had (Kaladi’s Coffee Bar) for 25 
years,” owner Antonio Morel said. “But 
I’ve always wanted to bring a churro 
concept to this community.”

Morel’s churros are not the carnival 
variety or your typically flash frozen 
fast food add-on.

“I’m not saying that (those churros) 
aren’t good, but when the product has 
been sitting there for a few hours, it’s 
not as good tasting. So a lot of people 
haven’t really tried a churro that’s 
fresh-made. ... A churro is a Spanish 
donut — a lot of people don’t realize 
that (given its American presentation 
today),” said Morel, who is Spanish.

At the Churro Cafe, dough is made 
on site and churros are fried to order in 
an open kitchen with specialty equip-
ment ordered from Spain.

“You’re getting a product that’s 
made on site. You order it. You get the 
ticket. How you want it — we make it,” 
he said. “This is the freshest churro in 
an 80-mile radius.”

Alongside the gourmet quality of 
a churro are all its other trappings: 
Five to six churros a meal with a thick 

signature chocolate dip on offer — just 
the way they make it in Spain.

“Now, in Spain, they don’t actually 
coat churros with cinnamon and sugar, 
unless you ask,” Morel said. “You just 
dip it in the chocolate. So we brought 
the same options. We also have our 
filled churros, starting with the vanilla, 
strawberry (and) dulce de leche (cara-

mel) flavors.”
Filling is imported for maximum 

authenticity, and Morel is working on 
getting several more flavors supplied.

The cafe also offers “loopas,” a looped 
variant of the churro. Filling options 
include chocolate with Biscoff, white 
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Fireworks over Dubuque on July 3, 2024. A law signed 
last month by Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds changed the 
state code so local governments cannot prohibit the use 
of consumer fireworks on July 3, July 4, and Dec. 31 
during designated times.

BY KONRAD STRZALKA
konrad.strzalka@thmedia.com

Iowa residents could hear more booms 
in the sky this Fourth of July.

A new Iowa law requires local govern-
ments to allow the use of consumer fire-

works at certain dates and times, forcing 
many area towns to amend ordinances 
that have prohibited fireworks use.

Iowa code allows the shooting off of 
consumer fireworks within certain hours 
from June 1 to July 8 and Dec. 10 to Jan. 3. 
Previously, the law allowed local govern-
ments to prohibit their use even within 
those dates.

However, a law signed last month by 
Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds amends the state 
code so local governments cannot prohibit 
use of consumer fireworks on July 3, July 4, 

and Dec. 31 during times outlined in state 
code — 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. July 3, 9 a.m. to 
11 p.m. July 4 and from 9 a.m. onward 
Dec. 31.

Dubuque City Council members on 
Monday voted to adjust city ordinance to 
mirror state law but rejected a request from 
the Police Department to relax fireworks 
rules beyond the hours and dates the law 
requires them to be permitted on private 
property.

Local cities adjust to 
new Iowa fireworks law
Recent change to state code 
forbids municipalities from 
banning the use of fireworks 
during certain dates and times. 
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With federal funds to sup-
plement service at Dubuque 
Regional Airport all but de-
pleted,  civic  leaders met 
Tuesday to gin up support 
for the airport’s once-a-day 
flight to and from Chicago’s 
O’Hare International Air-
port.

“ The fate  of  ser vice at 
Dubuque Regional Airport 
is entirely in our hands,” said 
Mayor Brad Cavanagh, who 
pleaded with business leaders 
to use the fledgling service with 
Denver Air Connection when-

ever possible.
If passenger traffic doesn’t 

increase, driving 80 miles to the 
nearest airport will once again 
become Dubuquers’ closest 
option.

“Once we do this and suc-
ceed, we can add flights. If we 

don’t  succe e d, 
w e ’ l l  l o s e  t h i s 
flight,” Cavanagh 
said. “If we lose 
flights now, I don’t 
s e e  u s  g e t t i n g 
flights back for a 
few years.”

Aside from con-
venience, having 

regular air service at the local 
airport is seen as critical for 
the region’s economic vitality, 
connecting Dubuque to global 
destinations.

Civic leaders 
pushing to keep 
daily air service
Cavanagh says it could 
take years to restore 
flights if Denver Air 
Connection deal ends.
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“We’re now in our 40th year,” said 
David Barba, Dubuque Main Street’s 
executive director. “We’re dedicated 
to economic growth, small business 
development and preserving historic 
buildings.”

Dubuque Main Street was founded in 
1985 as part of the National Urban Main 
Street pilot program.

“Through events, grants, promotion 
and direct business support, we work 
every day to foster a downtown that feels 
alive, welcoming and connected,” reads 
the organization’s 2025 annual report. 

Most local residents have visited or 
at least heard of the Dubuque Farmers 
Market. The Saturday event is one of 
the oldest of its kind in Iowa. Dubuque 
Main Street oversees the market and has 
helped it expand through the years. Cur-
rently, the market welcomes about 120 
vendors and runs for 26 weeks per year. 
The market brings thousands downtown 
to support longstanding brick and mortar 
businesses as well as the entrepreneurs 
that have weekly booths.  

Dubuque Main Street also raises funds 
through its Dubuque ... and All That Jazz 
concerts. The charity recently revitalized 
this by holding a show that welcomed 
71 local performers. Puttzin’ Around 
Dubuque is another fundraiser that in-
volves a mini golf business crawl through 
the downtown. 

Dubque Main Street also organizes 
Food Festival Fridays, a regular event 
held every second Friday from May 
through September that brings food 
trucks and live music to Washington 
Square. During Architecture Days, the 
charity welcomes people to learn about 
the city’s history over five days by offer-
ing tours and educational presentations 
through Dubuque’s downtown historic 
buildings.

Funds garnered through these fund-
raisers and other money from donors 
goes to bolstering business and residen-
tial properties in the downtown area. 
Barba explained that Main Street has 
made an intense effort recently to be as 
fiscally efficient as possible. 

“We’ve restricted our budget and 
reduced expenses by well over $100,000 
this year,” Barba said.   

The money saved will be used to 

further the charity’s mission. Some of 
the other efforts Main Street is involved 
with include The Space and Workplace 
Activation Program. “Swap Grants,” as 
they are known, finance renovations to 
the interior of housing and commercial 
spaces. In 2025, 40 businesses also ben-
efited from Main Street’s digital media 
support program. An emphasis has been 
placed on helping local businesses with 
marketing and storytelling. 

“Through one of the most accessi-
ble tools we have, the smartphone, a 
single 15-miniute photo shoot for a local 
business can be the difference between 
a customer never hearing about them 
or taking the trip to downtown,” states 
Main Street’s latest annual report.  

A new initiative in 2026 will involve a 
partnership with the City of Dubuque’s 
Neighborhood Support, and Planning 
Services Department, the University 
of Dubuque, and Dubuque Forward to 
engage in a data collection campaign. 
The goal is to create “a living inventory of 
downtown’s commercial and residential 
spaces to guide smarter investment.”   

For the holidays, Main Street is collab-
orating with the Dubuque Chamber of 

Commerce, Travel Dubuque and other 
organizations on a “Coming Home for the 
Holidays” campaign. 

“We have a responsibility to take care 
of each other,” said Barba, who empha-
sized that shopping at downtown small 
businesses is one way to do that.  

Dubuque Main Street Director David Barba poses along Main Street in Dubuque.

Dubuque Main Street hosts an annual 
funraiser called Puttzin’ Around 
Downtown.
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RIBBON  
CUTTINGS

Dubuque Arboretum &  
Botanical Gardens Rock Garden
Ribbon cutting date: 9/20/25

Cedar Valley Ascent
Ribbon cutting date: 9/8/25

Captured On Canvas & Makers Market
Ribbon cutting date: 9/9/25

NICC Cougar Athletic Center
Ribbon cutting date: 9/26/25
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Orangetheory Fitness
Ribbon cutting date: 9/19/25

Goodlife Integrative Veterinary Care
Ribbon cutting date: 8/26/25

Dubuque Forward
Ribbon cutting date: 8/7/25

Culbie’s Event Center
Ribbon cutting date: 8/8/25
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McDonald 
Supply
Ribbon cutting date: 
8/29/25

Nutriva 
Pelvic 

Therapy
Ribbon cutting 

date: 8/7/25

Secure 
Strategic 
Technology
Ribbon cutting 
date: 8/28/25
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